
FAST UAILWAY TRAINS-

THK BBST REGULAR SERVK'E IN THE

WOKLD.

AMERICA I.KAIK. ON 3HOUT RUNS AND FHAN«*K

1*. >K LONG D1STANCKS.

A careful compariaon of the speeds made by
tbe best railway trains of the world shows that

at the pi.sent time the highest honors are held
by the United States and France. Engiand
eoiii.s third. From a carefully compiled table
recently published ln "The London Times" lt

appeara thal the best long distance runs in the

United Kingdom are fror.i London to Glasgow

(up the w.-st coast) r.nd Kdinburgh (near the

.ast coast). The fOiiuer route is 401% miles

long. and is covered in exactly eight hours,
which mak.s an av.-rage of T.O.IS miles an hour.
Thc Edinburgh route is eight miles shorter, and
7 hours and 45 mlnutes is the Bchedule time for
the fast. st train, or an average of fiO.77. The
Empire State Expresa, in the United States,
traverses WO miles in 8 houra and 1"> minutes,
making au av.-rage of IVS.:,;' miles an hour. Thls
train is compelled to slack.n spe.-d no less than

twenty-eight times, owing to the number of
rowded streeta through which it passes. The

Emplr. State ls beaten by two French trains. The
"SudH expresa, <>n the Orleana and Midi roads,
between Paria and Bayonne, runs 486K miles in

8 hours and 59 mlnutes. The average speed ls
54.13 miles an hour. The Orleana road als>> has

a train between Paria and Bordeaux (363*^4
inil s» whose time is 6 hours and 42 minutes, or

54.2 milea an hour. A corrcspondent of "Tho
Times" declarea, however, that the "Sud" ex-

press Is a light train, and that the locomotive
has only about one-third of the work to do
which is performed by the big English expreaa
enginea,
France has four trains that make even better

speed than this. for distancea very much less
than those just mentioticd, and yet .xceeding
one hundred milea. Three of them cover 123
milea, and one 133%. The average speeds here
developed are iV4.7. 55.8, 57.1 and T.7.7.
But when it comes to distances of less than

one hundr.-d milea, France retires to the second
place. She haa more than a acore of trains that
develop a speed of fr >m o.r> to .*>."> miles an hour
.U runs of from 25 to 1KJ miles. Her best record
for short distances is on the line between Mor-
ceux and Bordeaux. There 67*14 miles are trav-
arsed al an average of 61.6 miles an hour. Eng¬
iand has only ahout eight trains comparable
with these. A run of 73% miles ,,ti the Great
Northern, between Peterhorough and Finsbury
Park, is made at an average speed of55.3 miles,
and thc rate on the London and Southwestern is
60.1.

In th.- United States thc New-York Central
covers th.- 95 milea between Albany and Utica
at thc rate of 55.8 miles an h..ur, and SO miles
between Syracuse and Rocheater at 57.1 miles.
Put th.- b.-st American speed has been made
over th.- Reading and Pennsylvania roads be-
tween Phlladelphla and Atlantic City. The
former line is 55^ miles long and the other 58.
Several trains a day have been runnlng for the
last two or three years at an average speed of
55.5 miles an hour. But there were two trains
each way on each road that went faster than
a mile a minute. The schedule time of tbe
Reading road was 55V£ miles in 50 minutes, or
at the rate ,,f Q6.6 miles an hour.

F..r two months. though, in 1898, the Reading
fiyer was ahead of schedule time on al! but two
secular days Th.- actual runnlng time ranged
from IA% to 49% minutes. The speed was more
frequently above than below an av< rage of 70
milea. Twlce it was i:\.'2. once ...'..»!. and one

74.4. Oe..asi.mally at the point where the two
roads crossed each other at grade the Reading
would be h.-ld up by a slgnal, and a little time
would be lost. Hut the latter was always made
up. though th.- flnal third of the run sometimes
developed a speed Of 85 or '.XI miles!

PAPER DRIV1NG OUT PARCHMENT.
From The London Star.
"May be written on paper" instead of parch-

inent, as bitherto!
it Beemed a revolutlon. Yet such was the

deeision .>t Mr. Justice Barnea, in the Probate
Court Copies of wills and "probite j.i. -.-s" t,»
b.- proved were the items in question. After
this the deluge.
Changing the Immemorial parchment tradi-

lion looked worae than trifling with tl.itiator.It was, if military parlance he allowable, like
putting our communicatlona with the austere
and reverend pa&t.
Now that we have grown recklesa and new-

fangled in our notions, how shall we end?
In Bundry ways th.- parchment sphere of in-

flu. nce h,us been checked of lat.. Soiicitors
have developed a mild passion for paper. and
given it their preference over parchment wh.-r-
ever possible. The cynical \i.-w was expressedtiiat. while all this meant a gain to th.- BOlicitor,it would h.- no saving whatever to the client.

Th.- parchment makcrs and dealera take the
euilook with as much philosophy as can be ex-
pected.

sl BMARINE VAVIGATION.
Paris dispatch to The Pail Mall Gaxette.
The M.u itime l'r. feet of Cherbourg, with the

i/lcw of avoiding accidents, has Issued a s.ries
.if regulations to be observed in connectlon with
Ihe man.euvres of th.- submarine torpedo boats.
rhese regulations ar.- chlefly Interesting, per-baps, as showing th.- activlty with which the
pxperiments with th.- submarine boats ar.- belngpursued.
The Bubmarine boats, thc offlcial note Btates,

ar.- fltted at each end when manoeuvring with
a long, thln metal pole carrying a distinctive
flag. When the boats are belng navigated nearthe surface the vessela they may encounter are\l tieat them us if they were sailing ships.

PLASTER MODEL OF THE BELMONT MEMORL.L CHAPEL
K..r the Cathedral o- St John the Diviae.

Whenever a submarine boat is engaged in

mana-uvifs it is accompauaied either by a tor-
pedo boat or by i steam launch. The escorting
boat carries a white ball at Its stern instead of
the French llag as an indicator that there is a
submarine boat in the vicinity. Ali craft OH
perceiving th.- ball are to Bteer to the stern of
the torpedo boat or launch. The aotice further
ccntaina the information tbat ia a general way
the submarine torpedo boat Morse manceuvres
every Monday and Saturday and occasionally
<>n Wednesdays.

CBINESE MILITARY TRAINING.
Fn>m The London Chronicle.
One of the textbooks studied by Chinese ofll-

cera is the Sun-tse, whicb ls about three thou-
sand years old. Tbe characteristic feature of
this work on Chinese military art is its insist-
ence that the general ..u^ht. before everything
else, to study ruses, aome of whicb are ie>t

strlctly conneeted with war. Tbe atudent of
Sun-tse is told to "negotiate with th.- en -my,
and while yuu av<- discussing the situatioa
massacre him, sow disenrd In his camp, inter-
cept his provisions and soften hia heart bj
voluptuous music and the si_:ht of beautlful
women." As to milit.iry measures, the Chinese
general recelves the foliowing advice: "If you
are ten times more numerous than the enemy
envelop him; if y> u are five times more numer¬
ous dispose your armj so as to attach bim on
four sides; it' you are onij a little stronger r<m-
tent yourself by -utting your army in two (on
the principle of reserves); and ii" you are weaker
than'the enemy try to secure cover." De \V>.
must surely have been a diligent studenl of
Sun-tse's military counsels.

B1Q PRICES FOR MAFEEING STAMP8.
From Th.- London Pist.
Doubtless everybody who does not collect

postage stamps will rcad with mild amazement
this morning "f the pricea paid yesterday for
the stamps Issued in Mafeking while it was be-
Bleged. One complete set went at .'5S gulneaa.

Kitrhteen of the small blue stamps which earry
the portrait of Colonel Baden-PoweH fetched 15
guineus; another lot. cnsisting of sixteen ot
these stamps. together with four "li.-P." shilling
not-s, realiz.d 26 guineas. The person who does
not colas -t stamps may be d.-risive. but we are

inclined to coagratulate the buyers of these
lots on the bargains they obtained. lt is known
that there were very few of the Mafeking
stamps issued. while the number of stamp eol-
lectora throughout ihe weaid.each of whom
win de.sire to posaeaa th. tn is to all intenta and
purposea unlimited. Th.- I'.iitish pbilatelist has
takea .luring the laat few yeara to acoradng a-U
stamps which do not belong to Great Britain
and her coloaiee. Those that he , an accept
have therefore risen. and still are rising. in
price, and the rarer they are the more rapidly
do s thefaT value in the market increaae. These
"Mafi King besieged" stamps are not merety rare.

Th.-y have, and wi'l always keep, a genuhae his-
torical interest, se that even tbe man *h<> lo.ks
on tbe coUectot as a fooliab chiid would like
to poaseas them. Consequently they are bound
to rise ln value, and in th.- near future it is
certaln the gentleman who bought a <omp!ete
set al 38 gulneaa will be regarded aa a person
of amaxing good fortune.

WE1GBT (>F ELEPBANTS' TVSE8.
From The London Globe.

Sir Samuel 15 iker gives Ihe weighta oi the
largest African elephant tusks he ever saw
a& 172 and 188 pounds. respectively. Tif¬
fany & «'<>.. of Xew-York. have now a pair
weighing respectively 'JlM and *J"i'.» pounds, Their
corresponding daes are: Length, 1»» feet :*4
inches, and H> f.-et '»'.; inch.-s. circumference,
23 Inches and "211- inches. The tusks of the eX-
tinet Elephaa ganesa were Bometunea 12 feet 4
inches long. and 2 feet '.'> inches around. A
n ammoth tusk from Alaska is 12 feet 10 inches
loiijj and *_"J,v Inches around, but the average
tusks of this anlmal are 7 feet to 9 feet l<>ng and
only »>D pounds to M> pounds in weight. The
tusks of th.- mastodoa are thicker than Ihnaa of
the mammoth, a laige one being I> feet 4 inches
long and 2*> inches around.

WORK ON THE CATHEDRAL

BUTTRESSES AXD PIERS _-i:n-I>---0~
CHOIR TO BE P_EADT FOR IN-UDM

WORK NEXT SPRING THB

BELMONT CHAPi-__

The great arch on Cathedral Heights. whlch
is all that the distant observer can a_e ot tha

growing .'athedrat of St. John the LM»rn_. haa

attraeted more than ordinary attentioa of __t-
i _use of the additions that have been mad*

in its general appearanee. Subsidiary archea
are gradually rislng toward the central at-___-

ure, and b_ttre__*_. and piers show where tW

lofty choir will be. Eight _¦________ rr.or* tbaa

slxty feet high will support the ambulat .ry ot

the apse. The plerB for these colurnns are a>

ready in place. but the col'jrnns themaerw*

have not yet left the Maine cjuarry fr-.m whicb

they were hewa.
These i.onderous parts of the ajrtmt a__r_M*_*_

may be s'-en from a distance; but >ne rnaat go

within the shad<>w af the arch te r«_!:~e that

much work is not «_a -far __.

been done. In th<- c-rypt. which |
as a beautiful ehapel. one may gain an idea. of
the _aa-.etT-_-.-_a work. The ar^hitects I
that the ehair, which, when .ornpleted. w

about onc-tenth af the strur-ture. will be a-V-

vanr-d so far by next -pring that :nt< rior work

may be b^gun.
A.side from the eath-'-drai proper. space haa

been assigned for a Th»_e
will be built _s funds for them are ava. ¦
and their erection will in no way interfere -* ita

the proeress of th- main structure.
Three of these chapels wlll be placed oa

either side of the choir. and one b~h___d th*
main altar. The central ehapel wiU be th*

most important. because it will oceupy a -om-

manding position, about _00 feet above th*
Cathedral Parkway. so that its own height wiU
be greatly accentuated by its location- Tha
funds for the building of this chapel have al-

teady ir given by August _______¦_, who haa

place the sum of $__«>.000 at the dispoaal of
the nnari af ____(-_-¦ tw that purpoae.
When the cathedral is nnished and one en:-.-rs

and passes down the main aisie from tbe west¬

ern portal tbe great altar wil! hide the Belmetrt

Chapel completely. and in order to reach it the
visitor will have to p_5s into the _mb_____.Tr
and thence past the choir stalls on one sid*
and other chapels -her to a potnt !_-
r< y behind the ____¦ aitar. where he will se*

Bebnead Chap* 1 At the entram-e wi

.1 E-Beaaneaaaae arch supportel by pfa__ orr.a-

aacnted by five statuts aacb. Beynnd thla arrh
will !>?. the wanMad roof. There will be low

>thk- windows ar.d vistiaxy portals, and th*
whole interior will be treated in the G-tnia
style.

m-

BARKLESS BOC
From I'hamhers's Journal.

I knew a man who trained his _a_ r.-.-r *_>
bark. Thp. years w.re necessary for p*-r.-ct
aacccaa in the makir.-t af a n. n- barking
and my friend rtattered himself that he had a
noveliy. Kut I ara inclined to think that _.
would nol have wasted those three year? had
he known that there are at leas* three v_r>
that never bark.the Australian dop, the E_
tian sheoherd dog- "Tbm ln mI--T
ofThibet la aome Japai an<n-t__r-
dog w.-u'd be deeaaed valuable. for there t
have a quaint law which makes the owner
night barker liable tc arrest. md Th» pertaf
a year's w.rk tea tbe benc-U of neighbors
may have t>een disturbed. The fa.-t tha*
barking of a do_ on the earth eaa le heard
baHoonist at a h-itrht f abowt four miles daaa
not appeal t>> rhe averag* man so much as
fact thal tha' aa -an often be h-
four streets a.v.iy

1 FA1TBFFI UKBX1
From The Phitadelpta-a i

Artis..Here is the ;->rtrait of y -

whi.h-
Mr Richmaa.Ah' It's very like her
Artist -_he ar h'aa she ii in :

She said you'd d«> tha'.
Mr. Richman Ah! Still more 'ike v

A GRANITE COLUMN FOR THE NEW CATHEDRALAt Whaifts yuar-y, Vinalhavcii. Me. Its dimensloiis ar . 64 ft »Sft «i. ,7,._,
.... , ,'.*-"-*">-x « tt., and iu weight Jia tonsL(1 hotoijraph by lt.ni.lait J

*»»».¦»


